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Restoring the Past

In October 1992, a major earthquake shook Cairo,
causing grave damage throughout its monument-rich
medieval quarter. The Agsungur Mosque is a relatively
large complex, covering 2,00om2 of ground and
comprising 1,425m2 of roofed surface and 5,400m?

of wall surface. Dangerously destabilized by the
earthquake, particularly in areas where different load
systems connect, the Mosque was closed to the public.
The courtyard arches were tilted by the ground
movement; the main cupola cracked and decorative
materials buckled and collapsed. The facades
suffered from capillary action, damaging
masonry courses from the ground to a height
of several meters. While the mosque was
closed, water seeped unnoticed through

the wooden roof, rotting the wood and
undermining masonry and the Iznik tiling.
When the Aga Khan Trust for Culture began
conservation work in 2009, structural threats
were addressed to ensure the building’s
integrity and the interior decorations,
including delicate inlaid marble panels

and Iznik ceramic tiles, were painstakingly
restored.
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