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ENDANGERED HISTORIC SITES FROM ARGENTINA TO CROATIA TO SRI LANKA  
TO RECEIVE FUNDING THROUGH RENEWED 

AMERICAN EXPRESS PARTNERSHIP WITH WORLD MONUMENTS FUND  
 

 For Immediate Release—New York, NY, July 28, 2006 . . . The World Monuments Fund 

(WMF) and American Express Company today announced that seven endangered historic sites will receive 

funding through the new American Express Partners in Preservation program, which was launched in June of this 

year.  The sites, which will receive a total of $700,000, are:   

• Argentina, Buenos Aires, Church of La Merced ($100,000) 

• Brazil, Rio de Janeiro, Quinta da Boa Vista (National Museum) ($100,000) 

• Croatia, Split, Diocletian’s Palace ($100,000) 

• Mexico, Puebla, Church of San Juan Bautista, Cuauhtinchan ($100,000) 

• Russia, Moscow, Ostankino Estate Museum ($100,000)  

• Spain, Segovia, Aqueduct ($125,000 ) 

• Sri Lanka, Historic Galle, Old Dutch Hospital ($75,000) 

(See attached document for information on the sites.) 

The grants reflect the ongoing commitment of American Express to preservation and renew its long 

relationship with WMF.  American Express was the founding sponsor of the World Monuments Watch List of 

100 Most Endangered Sites program, established in 1995, to call international attention to and ensure the 

preservation of cultural heritage sites around the world threatened by neglect, vandalism, armed conflict, or 

natural disaster. Over the past 10 years, American Express has contributed more than $10 million to help preserve 

119 historic sites in 59 countries placed on the Watch list.  American Express’s commitment to this program 

enabled WMF to leverage millions of dollars of additional funding from local and national governments, global 

corporations, foundations, and individuals, and has encouraged new preservation activism worldwide.  

“American Express has been an enthusiastic supporter of the World Monuments Fund for more than 

10 years,” said WMF President Bonnie Burnham.  “These generous grants from American Express are 

critical to helping to protect and conserve sites that are testaments to human achievement for future 
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(more) 

generations to enjoy.  This continued support from American Express is an exceptional example of 

enlightened philanthropy.” 

“Through these cultural landmarks, we are helping to preserve global cultures and communities that span 

the years from the first century A.D. up to the 21th century, from Argentina to Croatia to Sri Lanka,” stated 

Timothy J. McClimon, President of the American Express Foundation.  “These sites and monuments are a 

great source of local pride, and by attracting visitors from around the world, they promote a global understanding 

of our common history and heritage.”  

 
Partners in Preservation Program 

In June 2006, American Express announced its $10 million, five-year commitment to historic preservation 

through the American Express Partners in Preservation program.  Partners in Preservation, which expands the 

company’s focus on securing the use of cultural assets for the future, was launched with two critical partners, the 

World Monuments Fund and the National Trust for Historic Preservation. The program is dedicated to preserving 

sites both in the U.S. and around the world.  Sites supported through the partnership with WMF will be selected 

from the biennial World Monuments Watch List of 100 Most Endangered Sites as well as from among other 

endangered sites with which WMF is involved.  

 
World Monuments Fund 

The World Monuments Fund (WMF) is the foremost private, nonprofit organization dedicated to the 

preservation of endangered architectural and cultural sites around the world.   Since 1965, WMF has worked 

tirelessly to stem the loss of historic structures at more than 400 sites in over 80 countries.  WMF’s work spans a 

wide range of sites, including the vast temple complexes at Angkor, Cambodia; the historic center of Mexico 

City; Nicholas Hawksmoor’s London masterpiece, St. George’s, Bloomsbury; the iconic modernist A. Conger 

Goodyear house in Old Westbury, New York; and the extraordinary 18th-century Qianlong Garden complex in 

Beijing’s Forbidden City.  From its headquarters in New York City—and offices and affiliates in Paris, London, 

Madrid, and Lisbon—WMF works with local partners and communities to identify and save important heritage 

through innovative programs of project planning, fieldwork, advocacy, grant-making, education, and on-site 

training.  Every two years, WMF issues its World Monuments Watch List of 100 Most Endangered Sites, a global 

call to action on behalf of sites in need of immediate intervention.  www.wmf.org  

 

American Express   

 American Express Philanthropy makes grants in three major program areas: Cultural Heritage, Economic 

Independence and Community Service. In 2005, contributions totaled more than $31 million. Grants, made on 

behalf of the American Express family of companies, enrich the lives of American Express customers, their 

families and their communities.  American Express Company is a leading global payments, network and travel 

company founded in 1850.  www.americanexpress.com  
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ENDANGERED HISTORIC SITES  
THAT ARE TO RECEIVE FUNDING THROUGH RENEWED 

AMERICAN EXPRESS PARTNERSHIP WITH WORLD MONUMENTS FUND  
 
 
Buenos Aires, Argentina  
Church of La Merced (1733–1779, 1894) 
$100,000 to support priority conservation work and the development of a master 
conservation plan for the church.  
  
Part of one of the oldest monasteries in the city, the Church of La Merced in the historic 
center of Buenos Aires dates from 1779.  A neo-Renaissance façade was added to the 
building in 1894 by the important Argentinian architect Juan Antonio Buschiazzo.  The 
church is visited by thousands of tourists each year, and was named a National Historical 
Monument in 1942.  It preserves much of its interior furnishings and decoration, although  
the effects of humidity, water infiltration, and general neglect over the years have damaged 
the altar, paintings, and ornamental plaster, and threatened the stability of the structure.  The preservation plan includes 
urgent repairs and structural stabilization, the replacement of electrical systems that have become dangerous, and the 
development of a conservation master plan for the church, outlining priorities and methodologies for intervention.   
 
Rio de Janeiro, Brazil 
Quinta da Boa Vista (National Museum) (1803–1910) 
$100,000 for the development of a conservation plan for Empress Leopoldina’s 
quarters and the implementation of priority conservation work.   
 
Home to the Brazilian imperial family for much of the nineteenth century, until 
the monarchy was overthrown in 1889, the original Quinta da Boa Vista was 
constructed in 1803 by a local aristocrat, Elias Antônio Lopes, and 
subsequently expanded.  The palace now houses the collections of the National 
Museum, including the most important scientific collection in Brazil.  Its 
interiors reflect the changing tastes of members of the imperial family, including Empress Leopoldina, whose private 
quarters in the south wing of the palace have elaborate molded plaster work and painted decoration.  The interior 
conditions are deteriorating as a result of neglect and natural decay, including insect infestation in the flooring and 
cracks in the ceiling.  A conservation plan for Empress Leopoldina’s quarters is being developed that includes priority 
conservation measures, among them the restoration of the decorative painted and gilded ceilings and doorframes.   
 
Split, Croatia 
Diocletian’s Palace (late 3rd–early 4th centuries A.D) 
1996 World Monuments Watch list of 100 Most Endangered Sites 
$100,000 for the conservation of the Peristyle and the development of a site 
maintenance plan.   
 
WMF has been involved in two major projects at Diocletian’s Palace:  the conservation 
of the Temple of Jupiter, now completed, and the conservation of the Peristyle, 
currently underway.  The palace was constructed to serve as a retreat and retirement 
home for the Late Roman emperor Diocletian, and its design incorporates elements of 
Roman military and villa architecture.  Surrounded by fortifications and crisscrossed by perpendicular streets, it stands 
as an extremely rare example of a Roman palace preserved in a recognizable form within a continuously -occupied 
historic city center in Europe.  The Peristyle at Diocletian’s Palace is a large courtyard lined on two sides by 
colonnades; the third side is marked by the monumental entrance to the imperial apartments.  Documentation, 
structural analysis, and other studies have been completed as well as a pilot conservation project, during which a 
portion of the east colonnade was cleaned and stabilized, and corroded iron clamps installed during prior conservation 
efforts were removed and replaced with non-corrosive materials.  A maintenance plan for the site will be created and 
conservation of the rest of the Peristyle will now begin. 
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Puebla, Mexico 
San Juan Bautista, Cuauhtinchan (1528–1554) 
$100,000 to support the environmental study and conservation of the 
main altar.   
 
Built in the sixteenth century to support the religious conversion of the 
indigenous population, the Franciscan convent of Cuauhtinchan 
comprises an atrium, church, convent, pilgrims’ portal, garden, and 
cemetery.  Since 1992, the complex has served as both a functioning 
church and a museum, but the complex is inadequately maintained and 
faces myriad conservation problems, including the effects of a freeze-
thaw cycle that have caused the main altar, the oldest preserved in 
Mexico, to shrink and crack, and more generally from dirt and biological growth and natural deterioration due to 
aging.  The proposed long-term preservation plan includes the conservation of all the mural paintings, altars, and 
objects in the complex and the promotion of cultural tourism as a generator of economic benefits for the community.  
The immediate action planned for the site includes a study that will allow the project team to address problems 
associated with fluctuations of humidity and temperature in the sanctuary of the church, and the restoration of the 
sixteenth-century main altar, including its painted decoration.  
 
Moscow, Russia 
Ostankino Estate Museum (1790–1798) 
$100,000 to support the restoration of the Picture Gallery.   
 
Commissioned by Count Nicholas Petrovitch Cheremetiev at the end of the eighteenth 
century, the palace at Ostankino is an exceptional neoclassical residence, ranking 
among the most important surviving estates in Russia.  The one-story building with its 
Egyptian and Italian halls, formal apartments, and richly ornamented galleries, was 
renowned for the concerts and lavish parties held there.  Among the many grand rooms 
at Ostankino is the Picture Gallery, which is the focus of WMF’s work at the palace.  
This long hall, with side chambers at either end, has suffered over the years from 
inappropriate repairs, looting, and neglect.  Past work at the gallery has focused on 
preventing water infiltration and stabilizing the structure, but the restoration of the 
interior has not yet been addressed.  Towards this end, WMF Europe recently brought 
together painting and wallpaper specialists to develop a plan for the conservation of the 
gallery, including the restoration of the painted ceiling, the wallpaper, and painted wood. 
 
Segovia, Spain 
Segovia Aqueduct (1st century A.D.) 
2006 World Monuments Watch list of 100 Most Endangered Sites:   
$125,000 to support urgent repairs of the aqueduct and the first phase of the 
planning process.   
 
Constructed in the second half of the first century A.D., the Segovia aqueduct 
is one of the best preserved Roman aqueducts in the world—it was still being 
used to provide water to the city in the early twentieth century—and it 
remains the city’s most prominent symbol.  While the aqueduct remained 
standing for almost two thousand years, the threats posed by modern 
civilization, particularly automobile traffic and pollution, threaten its survival into the next century.  The ashlar 
masonry used to build it is particularly vulnerable to these threats:  as blocks are exposed to weathering and pollution, 
their flat sides and tight joints erode and become rounded, destabilizing them.  The structure is also weakened by 
vegetation growth, traffic vibrations, and water leaking into the arcades from the upper channel.  The preservation 
project for the aqueduct includes the development of a conservation and management plan for the site that addresses 
not only urgent physical needs of the monument, but also its context within a modern urban environment in Europe.
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Historic Galle, Sri Lanka 
Old Dutch Hospital (16th–19th centuries) 
$75,000 to support urgent conservation measures and an adaptive 
reuseplan.   
 
Seized by the Portuguese from the Sinhala kings in 1587, the historic city 
of Galle was the most important port in Sri Lanka for centuries.  After the 
Portuguese, Galle was occupied by the Dutch in the seventeenth century, 
who erected a fort there in 1663, and by the British in the eighteenth 
century.  The Dutch fort now contains private houses, temples, churches, 
and civic buildings, whose architecture combines European and Southeast Asian styles.  Today, Galle is Sri Lanka’s 
fourth largest town.  The city suffered substantial loss of life and property damage in the Indian Ocean tsunami of 
December 2004.  While parts of the historic center of Galle were protected by the bastions of the Dutch fort, an 
enormous number of historic private homes and public buildings were damaged.  One such building that has emerged 
as a priority is the Old Dutch Hospital in Galle.  Though it most recently served as the District’s Secretary’s office, the 
proposal would restore the structure and adapt it for reuse as a center for Sri Lankan art and culture.  
 

#       #      # 
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