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COMPLETION OF SECOND PHASE OF MACHIYA REVITALIZATION 
PROJECT CELEBRATED IN KYOTO 

 
RESTORED TOWNHOUSE BECOMES MACHIYA MUSEUM 

 
Kyoto, Japan. . . The Kyoto Center for Community Collaboration (KCCC) and World 

Monuments Fund (WMF) have announced the completion of restoration work at a historic 

machiya (townhouse) in Kyoto. The machiya, called Furaibo, will open to the public as a 

museum on May 25. The restoration of was supported, in part, by WMF with support from 

the U.S.-based Freeman Foundation, and Edward and Anne Studzinski of Chicago, Illinois. 

The restored machiya, a traditional wooden townhouse built in 1932, in the early 

Shōwa period (1926–1989), had been vacant for many years. The family that owned the 

building agreed to lease it to a local artist, Mr. Yasuhiko Kida, in order to turn the building 

into the Kyomachiya Museum-Furaibou, which would result in its the preservation and 

restoration, as well as open it to the public. This effort was carried out through collaboration 

with KCCC and the Kyomachiya Council, an NGO dedicated to the preservation and 

revitalization of machiya in Kyoto. The transformation of Furaibou into a museum is part of 

the cultural and educational outreach goal of the KCCC, Kyomachiya Council, and WMF 

for the surviving machiya in Kyoto, which disappear at a rate of about 2 percent annually. 

The restoration of Furaibou began in February 2012 and finished a few months later. 

To commemorate the restoration and the opening of the machiya as a museum, a special 

exhibition of drawings and sketches of Kyoto machiya by Mr. Kida will be on view from 

May 25 through July 22.  
 
World Monuments Watch 
Launched in 1996 and issued every two years, the World Monuments Watch calls 
international attention to cultural heritage sites around the world that are threatened by 
deterioration, age, neglect, vandalism, conflict, or disaster. Watch listing provides an 
opportunity for heritage sites and their nominators to raise public awareness, foster local 
participation, advance innovation and collaboration, and demonstrate effective solutions for 
sustainable preservation of historic sites.
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World Monuments Fund 
World Monuments Fund is the leading independent organization devoted to saving the 
world’s most treasured places. For over 45 years, working in more than 90 countries, its 
highly skilled experts have applied proven and effective techniques to preserve important 
architectural and cultural-heritage sites around the globe. Through partnerships with local 
communities, funders, and governments, WMF inspires an enduring commitment to 
stewardship for future generations. Headquartered in New York City, WMF has offices and 
affiliates worldwide. For additional information: www.wmf.org  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Furaibou after restoration 
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Media Inquiries: 
Ben Haley, World Monuments Fund, +1 646-424-9594, bhaley@wmf.org 
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